The asymmetric unit of the title compound, [Ni(C 15 H 14 (6) with that of the phenolate ring. In the crystal, molecules are linked into screw chains by weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. Additional C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, together with C-HÁ Á Á contacts, arrange the molecules into sheets parallel to the ac plane.
Chemical context
Schiff bases have often been used as chelating ligands in coordination chemistry as they readily form stable complexes with most transition metal ions (Kalita et al., 2014; Mohamed et al., 2010) . Metal complexes of Schiff bases containing nitrogen and other donor atoms have received attention because of their stability, biological activity (Islam et al., 2014) and potential applications in other fields, such as catalysis (Mohd Tajuddin et al., 2012) .
The title compound, bis{2-[(E)-(4-methoxylbenzyl)iminomethyl]phenolato-2 N,O 1 }nickel(II), (I) , is related to bis{2-[1-(benzylimino)ethyl]phenolato}palladium(II) (Mohd Tajuddin et al., 2010) in terms of the geometry around the metal centre. However, we have extended our investigation to include a nickel compound with a Schiff base ligand that has a 4-methoxy substituent on the phenyl ring of the benzyl unit bound to the imine N atom (Fig. 1) .
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Structural commentary
The asymmetric unit of (I) consists of an Ni II cation that lies on an inversion centre and a Schiff base anion that functions as a bidentate ligand (Fig. 1 ). The N 2 O 2 donor set of the chelating Schiff base ligands has the N1 and O1 donor atoms mutually trans, in a distorted square-planar coordination geometry, with O1-Ni1-N1 = 92.30 (4) and O1-Ni1-N1 i = 87.70 (4) [symmetry code: (i) Àx + 1, Ày, Àz + 1] and a maximum deviation from the NiN 2 O 2 least-squares plane of 0.731 (1) Å for the N1 atom. The Ni1-N1 and Ni1-O1 bond lengths in the N 2 O 2 coordination plane are 1.9191 (11) and 1.8407 (9) Å , respectively. These are similar to those observed in the other closely related Ni II complexes with N 2 O 2 -coordinating Schiff base ligands (Bahron et al., 2011; Mohd Tajuddin et al., 2010) . Other bond lengths and angles observed in the structure are also normal. The methoxy substituent is coplanar with the ring to which it is bound, the C15-O2-C12-C13 torsion angle being 3.93 (2) . The plane of the methoxybenzene ring (C9-C14) makes a dihedral angle of 84.92 (6) with that of the phenolate benzene ring (C1-C6). A weak intramolecular C14-H14Á Á ÁO1 contact is also observed that affects the overall molecular conformation.
Supramolecular features
In the crystal (Fig. 2) , molecules are linked into screw chains by weak C11-H11AÁ Á ÁO2 interactions ( Fig. 2 and Table 1 ). Additional C5-H5AÁÁÁCg1 contacts link molecules into chains along the c-axis direction ( Fig. 3 and Table 1 ) resulting in sheets parallel to the ac plane and stacked along the b axis (Fig. 4) . Figure 2 Screw chains of molecules of (I) linked by C-HÁ Á ÁO contacts (shown as dashed lines). Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
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Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring. 
Figure 3
C-HÁ Á Á contacts for (I), shown as dotted lines, with ring centroids shown as coloured spheres. Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring.
Figure 1
The molecular structure of (I), showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme. The symmetry-related Schiff base ligand is generated by the symmetry code (Àx + 1, Ày, Àz + 1).
in seven discrete structures including the closely related (Gou et al., 2013) 5. Synthesis and crystallization N-4-Methoxybenzylsalicylideneimine (5 mmol, 0.6041 g) was dissolved in ethanol (15 ml). An ethanolic solution of nickel(II) acetate tetrahydrate (2.5 mmol, 0.6216 g) was added dropwise to the former solution and the mixture heated under reflux for 4 h, producing a green solid. The solid was filtered off, washed with ice-cold ethanol and air-dried at room temperature. The solid product was recrystallized from chloroform, yielding green crystals (yield 43.3%; m.p. 469-472 K). Analytical data for [Ni(C 28 
Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 2 . All H atoms were positioned geometrically and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.95 for aromatic, 0.99 for CH 2 and 0.98 Å for CH 3 hydrogens. The U iso (H) values were constrained to be 1.5U eq of the carrier atom for methyl H atoms and 1.2U eq for the remaining H atoms. A rotating-group model was used for the methyl groups.
Acta Cryst. (2014). E70, 104-106 research communications program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication:
SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) , PLATON (Spek, 2009) , Mercury (Macrae et al., 2006) and publCIF (Westrip, 2010 ). 
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